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Overview of the DNP Final Project

A Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) is a dynamic nurse who has advanced education in leadership,
clinical practice, and health care systems in Advanced Nursing Practice. These individuals play an
integral role of the health care team with a concentration on the improvement of health
outcomes.

Doctoral education, whether practice or research, is distinguished by the completion of a specific
project that demonstrates synthesis of the student’s work and lays the groundwork for future
scholarship. For practice doctorates, requiring a dissertation or other original research is contrary
to the intent of the DNP.

The DNP primarily involves mastery of an advanced specialty within nursing practice. Therefore,
other methods must be used to distinguish the achievement of that mastery. Unlike a
dissertation, the work may take a number of forms. An example of a final DNP product is a
practice change initiative. This may be represented by a pilot study, a program evaluation, a
quality improvement project, and an evaluation of a new practice model. Additional examples of
a DNP final product could include manuscripts submitted for publication, research utilization
project, substantive involvement in a larger endeavor, or other practice project. The theme that
links these forms of scholarly experiences is the use of evidence to improve either practice or
patient outcomes.

The final DNP project produces a tangible and deliverable academic product that is derived from
the practice immersion experience. It should include IRB approval, study implementation, data
collection and data analysis, summary of the study findings, and dissemination of study findings
in the format of presentation or publication. The final DNP product documents outcomes of the
student’s educational experiences, provides a measurable medium for evaluating the immersion
experience, and summarizes the student’s growth in knowledge and expertise. The final DNP
product should be defined by the academic unit and utilize a form that best incorporates the
requirements of the specialty and the institution that is awarding the degree.

According to the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN, 2018), the DNP Final Project
prepares individuals to utilize skills and knowledge gained through coursework. Areas of
advanced skills and knowledge include leadership, health care systems, clinical competencies,
and integration into practice in accordance with the DNP Essentials.
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Choosing a DNP Project
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http://wagner.radford.edu/

DNP Final Project Faculty Team

A. Project Chair

1. Project Chair Requirements

a) Graduate Standing Faculty with PhD or ED or DNP

b) Faculty member’s graduate project must have required IRB approval, data collection,
data analysis, and have published their findings at least one paper to a professional
journal

c) Participation as a team member on two DNP final projects throughout the entire
cycle of DNP student project completion

2. Project Chair Responsibilities

a) Supports student to develop a project proposal paper & secure the project
implementation site

b) Collaborates with DNP final scholarly project team member to provide sound and
balanced feedback (organizes at least one meeting per semester).

c) Secures the approval of the project proposal from DNP final project team faculty
members.

d) Supports the student to develop the IRB proposal to submit and obtain the IRB
approval prior to the implementation of the project.

e) Supports data collection and data analysis process (if needed, secure statistician’s
support).

f) Supports student in writing of their DNP final scholarly project paper and in
presenting their findings at a local, regional, or national conference.
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d. Suggestions for organization include following your chosen theoretical
framework, organizing by methodology of past studies, or organizing by your
research questions.

e. Synthesize and critique the strengths and weaknesses of the current body of
knowledge. Avoid merely summarizing study after study, however, it is
acceptable to describe a few (< 5) noteworthy studies in more detail.

3. Gaps in the Literature
Identify gaps in the literature where they exist and state concisely how your study
addresses those gaps (i.e., the justification for your study).
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b. Describe subject interventions in detail
c. Data collection
f. Data Protection and Management
a. Describe how data was protected during study
b. Data analysis software used (e.g., SPSS, NVivo, etc.)
c. Data organization and selection: how you have done to clean the data; what you
have done with missing data, outliers, etc.
g. Data Analysis
a. Name the tests used to answer each research question or test each hypothesis
(e.g., paired t-test, Pearson’s correlation, etc.)
b. Explain how statistical assumptions were met for each test

Chapter 4: Results
Overview of the results/contributions of the thesis or dissertation. In one paragraph, re-state
the overall purpose/aim of the study and each research question/hypothesis

This chapter must cover the following items:
1. Description of the Sample

a. Report the demographic characteristics of your sample. At a minimum, this
includes number of subjects in the sample, length of time it took to collect data,
gender, education, race/ethnicity, age.

b. Include any other pertinent demographics important to your study. This might
be years of nursing experience if your sample includes nurses, marital status if
your study is about families, etc.

I.  Depending on the level of measurement (nominal, ordinal, interval, ratio)
you should report mean, standard deviation, frequency, percentage, etc
as appropriate.

ii.  Ifyou have independent and dependent variables, organize this section
according to these subheadings.
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