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POLICY

Defining and Classifying Minor versus Major Noncompliance

Noncompliance with university policies or federal regulations can be classified as major or minor.
Minor noncompliance includes instances of unintentional errors that do not threaten the health or
welfare of animals.

Some examples of minor noncompliance are as follows:

a.

S —h o

Modifying any element of an IACUC-approved protocol that does not pose a real or potential
threat to the health and welfare of the animals without submitting and obtaining IACUC
approval of a modification.

Failure to respond to protocol, training, and semi-annual inspection deadlines established by
the RCO and IACUC

Allowing new personnel to work with animals without qualifications, training, or IACUC
approval

Failure to maintain sufficient record-keeping related to animal monitoring (e.g., disease
condition, survival surgery, post-procedure care) and animal care (e.g., feeding, bedding
changes, health checks)

Performing an unapproved procedure that does not cause pain or distress

Not securing controlled substances properly or maintaining proper dispensing logs

Having bottles that are improperly labeled or used as secondary containers

Relocating animals from a laboratory without properly notifying the IACUC and RCO or
conducting research in areas not approved on the protocol.

Exceeding the number of animals approved for the study (e.g., breeding colonies).

Cage cards that fail to identify the IACUC protocol number, species, and any dangers or risks to
people or to animals posed by the caged animals.

Having cage cards that lack adequate information (e.g., date of surgery, chemical
administration, tumor inoculation) for animals that are part of ongoing experiments

Failure to maintain cleanliness, hygiene, and upkeep of lab or vivarium space where animal
work or housing is conducted

m. Failure to follow established IACUC policies and guidelines

Major noncompliance results from willful, intentional, and repeated activities in breach of federal,
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The report of noncompliance will be announced at the subsequent IACUC meeting, during which the
Animal Care and Use Compliance Committee (ACUCC) will be charged with reviewing and investigating
the concerns and reporting its finding to the IACUC at a later date. Depending on the nature and
severity of the alleged noncompliance, a special IACUC meeting can be called to address the issue.

The PI and the 10 will receive an official letter from the RCO that informs them that the IACUC has
initiated an official investigation based on the report of alleged noncompliance. The letter will also
provide details about the membership of the ACUCC, a copy of the noncompliance report, and
supporting materials that initiated the investigation. The report and supporting evidence will be
redacted, if needed, to protect the anonymity of the whistleblower or complainant. In certain
circumstances determined by the IACUC Chair, AV, and IO, the
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